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The Manchu
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) Eight Banners System: A
military and permanent residence
registration system of the Manchurians
during the Qing Dynasty. This system
took banners as signals, which were
classified into Eight Banners: Pure
Yellow, Pure White, Pure Red, Pure
Blue, Bordered Yellow, Bordered
White, Bordered Red, and Bordered
Blue. Later, Eight Mongolian Banners
and Eight Han Military Banners were
added. The officers of Eight Banners
were in charge of civil affairs in
peacetime, and played the role of
military commanders in wartime. The
descendents of the Eight Banners
members were born to be servicemen.
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A scene of the Shenyang Imperial Palace
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The Manchu people are mainly distributed in the three northeast

provinces of China, with the mass of them inhabiting Liaoning

Province.

ST BN, HT SRR BRIRAE,
BRI 30 SFIES T, Gi— T &S AR

> ; D ) 5 N T
L IRr T R U, FTDAR R b B e
A9 \BEN” s “BEA” o 1636 4, F/RIGARI LT 5L
KM ARRER, SES N, BURS DN, 1644 4, 15

ZEFENILHT

Today's Manchu people are the descendents of the N zhen
ethnic group in ancient times. At the end of the Ming Dynasty,
Nurhachi unified Nii zhen tribes after 30-year efforts. In the course of
unification, he set up an "Eight Banners System" Y in which all civilians
were conscripted. Hence, people of later generations call the Manchu
people the "Eight Banners People" or "Banner People." In 1636,
Nurhachi's son Huangtaiji proclaimed himself an emperor and renamed

N G zhen Manchuria, and changed the name of their state to Qing. In

1644, the Qing army entered Beijing.
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Manchurian culture values singing and

Ry

dancing skills. On each festival occasion,

celebratory events and worship, people would

011



P SCAbE

Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture

012

sing and dance to their hearts' content. Manchurian
folk songs vary in styles, including work songs, ditties,
custom songs, children's playing songs and love songs.
Nowadays, traditional ethnic songs and dances full of
Manchurian characteristics can still be seen in remote

Manchurian habitation areas.
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Manchu men were expected to wear their hair
in a single plait, and dressed in a gown with horse-
hoof-shaped cufts and a mandarin jacket. The women's
hairstyle was also quite unique; they usually coiled
their hair on the top of the head in a bun, and then
wore beautiful headdresses. Manchu women wore a
cheongsam with a straight skirt and broad sleeves. Later,
this kind of cheongsam gradually evolved into various

styles, becoming characteristic customs of Chinese

nation.
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Among the traditional foods of the Manchu ethnic group, there is
a very delicious snack called sagima (a kind of Manchu candied fritter).

Made of flour, eggs, sugar, sesame and kernels of sunflower seeds, it is

many people's favorite.
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The Manchu people are diligent and fond of learning, and among
them were many famous men of culture, such as the author of A Dream
of Red Mansions Cao Xueqin, linguist Luo Changpei, writer Lao She,
calligraphist Qi Gong, performance artist of Peaking opera Cheng

Yangiu, and so forth.
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Manchu people in ethnic costume
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A picture of Manchu people's salute



