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Ethnic Groups
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The Hui
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An aged Hui man
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Students of Hui nationality
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The Nanguan Pass Mosque in Yinchuan,
Ningxia
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Muslims taking part in worship in a mosque
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Hui is the abbreviation of Huihui. The Hui people are

widely distributed. With the mass of them inhabiting the Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region, there are also many living in compact
communities or in scattered settlements in other regions of China. The
Hui people use Chinese language as their common language, but they
keep a few Arabic and Persian words in their everyday life and religious
activities. In bordering minority areas, the Hui people often use the

language of the local minorities.
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The Hui people are Muslims, and
they are accustomed to building a mosque
in their communities. Their major
festivals are the Lesser
Bairam, Mawlid al-
Nabi (Shengji Festival
or the Birthday of the
Prophet Mohammed),

. a
and Corban Festival
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Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture
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Islam has a deep influence on the life and customs of the Hui
people: When a baby is born, he will be given a Hui name by an
imam ? ; when people get married, they invite an imam as the chief
witness; when one dies, an imam will be invited to preside over the
funeral; the Hui people do not eat pork, and nor do they eat the blood
of any animal or the corpse of animals that die naturally. Now, the Hui
people are almost the same as the Han in terms of clothes, ornaments,
names and customs, only that men normally wear white, black or
brown caps, and women veils. Especially in northwest China, aged
women wear white veils, which make them look graceful; the mid-aged
wear black ones, which make them elegant, and maids are in green,

which looks fresh and pretty.
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"Hua'er" is a kind of folk song popular among the Hui people in

Gansu and Qinghai provinces. Every year, from the first to the sixth

day in June in the lunar calendar, people gather in scenic hills to hold
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traditional hua'er parties.
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@) Three Most Important Islam
Festivals: All grown-up Muslims
who are mentally and physically
healthy, male or female, observe
a one-month fast in the 9th month
of Islamic calendar, and hold the
Lesser Bairam Festival (Fast—
breaking Festival) at the end of this
Ramadan month. On this occasion,
all people bathe themselves, give
donations, attend imams' lectures
on scriptures, greet one another and
pray for the dead. On December
10 in the Islamic calendar is the
Corban Festival when people have
bath, burn incense, and go on fasts
for half a day. In the morning,
people go to mosques, invite
imams to kill animals, and present
beefs and mutton to relatives and
friends, or give donations to those
in need. The Shengji Festival is a
day to commemorate the death of
Prophet Mohammed. In March each
year, people recite scriptures, give
lectures, and tell the holy signs of
Mohammed; in some places, large—
scaled philanthropy banquets
are given. These three important
festivals are both religious festivals
and ethnic ones for the Hui. In
China, they are also the common
festivals of the Hui, Uyghur, Kazakh
and Ozbek ethnic groups, which all
believe in Islam.
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@ An imam: presides over
Islamic religious activities and
teaches Islamic scriptures.



