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The Miao
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@ Silvery ornaments of the
Miao: Miao families begin to
prepare a set of silver ornaments
for a girl from the time of her birth,
and such a set of silver ornaments
contains a large number of items,
ranging from items on the head
to those on the foot. The Miao
people have a custom to "take
money as ornaments;" they view
silver ornaments as a symbol of
wealth, and develop three aesthetic
characteristics of silver ornaments:
large sizes, heavy weight and large
numbers.
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A Miao girl wearing colorful clothes and silver

ornaments
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Wax printing of the Miao
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The Miao form a relatively
populous ethnic group in southwest
China, and are widely distributed in
Guizhou, Hunan, Yunnan, Sichuan,
Guangxi, Hubei, Guangdong, and

Hainan Provinces, although most

live in Guizhou Province.
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The Miao like to be well groomed. They dress up and beautity

their lives with handmade embroidery, cross-stitching, patterns, wax

printing, and silver ornaments. Miao girls are especially born to love

silver ornaments. On festive days, women dress most beautifully,
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wearing embroidered clothes with silver articles and varied silver
® .
ornaments~ on the head and around the neck. Their costumes and

ornaments have been long praised.
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The Miao people are fond of sour flavors, and produce various
types of pickle with jars, including acid-hot noodles, acid dried
vegetables, pickled fish (with an acid taste) and pickled meat (with

an acid taste). Liquor is a common drink for the Miao people, and is

brewed in every household, including distilled liquor and rice wines.
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The Miao people have many festivals, such as the Dragon-
Boat Festival, the Flower-Mountain Festival, the New Crop Tasting

Festival, and the Autumn Harvest Festival. Since the Miao are widely

distributed, the festivals differ from place to place.
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On festive days, the Miao people hold
various celebration activities, among which the
most characteristic are sheng (a reed pipe wind
instrument) performances, antiphonal singing
and bullfighting. The sheng is a favorite
musical instrument of the Miao people. It is
made of many reed pipes and a blowing pipe
on a wooden base. The sheng has sonorous
and rich timbre, and is played by both males
and females. At every festival, weddings
or house construction, people always play
the sheng while singing and dancing to express

their joy.
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A party of sheng performance of the Miao
people




