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Ethnic Groups
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The zhuang
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The Zhuang, the most populous minority
group of China, mainly live in the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region, with a small number

distributed in Yunnan, Guangdong, Hunan and

Guizhou provinces, etc.
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The mass of the Zhuang people live in the west Lingnan area,
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which has a moderate climate and sufficient rainfall, and abounds with
tropical and sub-tropical crops. The agricultural products include rice,
corn, sweet potatoes and so forth. This place has both spectacular
terrains and picturesque scenery; particularly the world famous

landscape of Guilin, which attracts tourists from all over the world.
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The Zhuang people have created colorful culture and art. As early
as the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States period (770-
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Zhuang lady women in their traditional 221 BC), the Zhuang people produced bronze drums, which were not
costume
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only musical instruments but
also a symbol of power and
wealth. Such drums are often
played and accompanied with
singing and dancing in religious
rituals or celebration days.
Zhuang brocade, a special kind

of handcraft product created

by the Zhuang women and
having long enjoyed a great reputation, is woven with cotton, silk and
floss threads of bright color in exquisite patterns. Many quilt covers,
tablecloths, door curtains, cushions, handbags and the like in this region

are made of Zhuang brocade.
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The Zhuang people like to sing folk songs. The Antiphonal
Song Day is a traditional Zhuang singing festival, which is held around
the third day of the third month each year in Chinese lunar calendar.
On this occasion, young men and women who live within a certain
distance of one another dress in their most splendid attire and gather on

hillsides to sing in antiphonal style. Through these songs, people express

love, make friends, and pray for good weather and a good harvest.
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The Zhuang people worship big stones, old trees, lofty mountains,
land, dragons, snakes, their ancestors and so
forth. The Festival of the Ox Souls is peculiar
to people of the Zhuang, Dong, Yao and other
ethnic groups. This festival is held after the spring
plowing. The oxen and cows will have a good
rest and be fed with cooked glutinous rice in
five colors and fresh grass for one day, and the
cowsheds will be repaired that day. This festival
showcases the tradition of the Zhuang people's

respect and love for oxen.

—_

N

/NFIIR - Small Encyclopedia

X=8#. N=H2HEER
B &3 A, BEAEAER
RR%, BARH, 12 58
H/EE, KELEHA K
ARBID B, ESE
F WS ERAE, BE=
HFEOE” AEW,

Liu Sanjie: Liu Sanjie was a
legendary girl of folklore, who came
from a peasant Zhuang family during
the Tang Dynasty. She was very
smart, able to compose and sing
songs by herself at the age of 12.
The Zhuang people respectfully call
her the Fairy Singer, and a saying
still goes among the populace that
‘Now Guangxi is a sea of songs,
which are all taught by Sanjie
herself."
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Zhuang brocade
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Liu Sanjie in the scene of Guilin landscape (a
film still)




