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Ethnic Groups

The Y1
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Yi girls in ethnic clothes
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) Ashima: Ashima is a folk
epic of the Sani, a sub-branch of
the Yi ethnic group. The heroine
was smart and pretty Sani girl, who
was in love with hard-working and
brave Ahei. A local landlord sent
hired thugs to kidnap her, trying to
force her to be his daughter-in-
law. Ahei used tactics and bravery
against the landlord, and finally
saved Ashima out of the landlord's
hands. Being reluctant, the landlord
prayed the Cliff God to release
flood to drown those two. At the
end, Ashima was flooded away,
and turned into a rock peak, with
her voice echoing among the stone
forests forever. The poem vividly
depicts the life habit and customs
of the Sani branch of the Yi.
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The Yi are a relatively populous ethnic group in
southwest China, and are mainly distributed in Yunnan,
Sichuan, Guizhou and Guangxi provinces. The Yi

Autonomous Prefecture of Liangshan in Sichuan Province is the largest

Y1 community.

P H O RE 5 307, AR BeRrr (B
PEL) Y, PR T IR IR TR A Bh AR o SRR
P SR BRAEETT A I Bl

The Yi people have their own spoken and written language.
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Their long narrative poem Ashima —, which circulates throughout the

country, tells a touching story of a Yi girl named Ashima. The Yi have
also made unique contributions to the fields of astronomy, calendar

systems, meteorology, medicine and so on.
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Traditional Yi clothes have many styles. Women often wear edged or

embroidered jackets with large front pieces and a pleated long skirt edged

with cloth of various colors. Yi girls in Honghe area of Yunnan Province
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i R wear a kind of cockscomb-
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as a symbol of good luck and
happiness. Y1 men generally wear
short black jackets with tight
sleeves, buttons on the right, and
long trousers with many pleats and
loose bottoms; they like to use
a long black or blue cloth for a head covering, tying it in a cone-shaped
"hero knot" in the front. When the Yi people go out, they wear a sleeveless

cloak woolen, which they can use as a quilt at night.
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The Yi people like to drink liquor. In festival seasons, each

household presents a jar of delicious self-brewed liquor, and inserts
several bamboo pipes or wheat stalks in it. Every passer-by will be
warmly invited to take a few sips, so it is known as "ganganjiu" (liquor

drunk with bamboo pipes or wheat stalks).
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The Torchlight Festival is the grandest traditional festival of the
Yi, Bai, Naxi, Jinuo and Lahu minorities, and the
times to hold such Torchlight Festivals vary from
one minority ethnic group to another. The Yi
people celebrate it on the 24th day of the sixth
month in lunar calendar. During the Torchlight
Festival, people hold torches while singing and
dancing, forming a long fiery dragon that bathes
villages in a crimson glow. Traditionally, people lit
torches to drive away pests to protect crops, and
during this festival, the Y1 also kill chickens and

goats to pray for a good harvest.
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Yi men drinking ganganijiu
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A still from the film Ashima
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Yi's Torchlight Festival




