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The Chinese Nation
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Huangdi and Yandi were the common ancestors of the Chinese
nation. Huangdi's surname was Ji, and his assumed name was Xuanyuan
Shi. Yandi was also a legendary ruler whose surname was Jiang and
assumed name was Shennong Shi. Both Huangdi and Yandi lived in
the late period of China's primitive society about 4,000 or 5,000 years
ago, and were the leaders of two difterent tribes living along the Yellow
River in present-day Shaanxi Province. A war once broke out between
Yandi's tribe and the Dongyi group headed by Chiyou in east China;
Yandi's tribe allied with Huangdi's to defeat Chiyou. Conflicts later
occurred between Yandi's tribe and Huangdi's, and Yandi's tribe was
assimilated into Huangdi's after the former was defeated. After long-
term association and integration, Huangdi's tribe, Yandi's tribe, Dongyi
and the Miao group in south
China formed the mainstay of
the Huaxia ethnic group ",
who got the name of the

Han in the Han Dynasty.

P, T A
{IUS%Y -2l WEEN T IAE N
AWE. S, T

/|\SER®R « Footnotes

@ %5 RishEREBXH
AR, 2N AN L
RMFRB, ERUSHEFES
BAL, CRPEMNKR &
AMBRIEm A “4” , U3
Rr@a ‘82, “HE"H
AEERE “XHERMEBEIL
i@” o

@ Huaxia: Originally the
people in the Central Plains of
China, and also the name of the
ancestors of the Han people before
the Han Dynasty. Later, it contains
the whole territory of China, and an
allusion of China itself. The ancient
Chinese people described the
beauty of clothes as "hua," and the
vastness of territory as "xia," so the
original meaning of "huaxia" means
"the prosperity of culture and the
vastness of territory."
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Ethnic Groups
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Legend has it that Huangdi taught people how to build houses,

breed livestock and grow crops, and invented the cart, boat, musical
g

instruments, clothes, hats and bow and arrow, that his wife Leizu
pioneered a silkworm-raising technique, and his historiographical
official, Cangjie, invented written characters. Also according to legend,
Yandi taught people to make agricultural tools, sow crop seeds, and dig
wells. Moreover, Yandi sampled various herbs in person, discovering
various herbal drugs for treating diseases. Still preserved to this day
are both the Mausoleum of Huangdi and the Temple of Huangdi on
Mount Qiaoshan in Huangling County, Shaanxi Province, and the

Mausoleum of Yandi in Yanling County, Hunan Province.
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China has been a unitary multi-ethnic country since ancient
times. After thousands of years of procreation, development and ethnic
integration, "the Chinese nation" has become a common name for all
ethnic groups of China and overseas Chinese. The emergence both
of Yandi and Huangdi marked the rise and unification of the Chinese
nation, making them the common ancestors of the Chinese nation as

a whole. At present, the Chinese Nation consists of the Han and 55

minority ethnic groups, with the Han as the majority group.
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The statue of Huangdi
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The statue of Yandi
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Among the 55 minority ethnic groups, the Zhuang and the
Manchu have populations of more than 10 million; those with
populations between 10 and 1 million totaling 16 are the Mongolian,
Hui, Tibetan, Uyghur, Miao, Yi, Buyi, Korean, Dong, Yao, Bai, Tujia,
Hani, Kazak, Dai and Li; those between 1 million and 100,000 are
the Lisu, Wa, She, Lahu, Shui, Dongxiang, Naxi, Jingpo, Kirgiz, Tu,
Dawoer, Mulao, Qiang, Gelao and Xibo, numbering 15 in total; those
between 100,000 and 10,000 also amount to 15, which are respectively
the Bulang, Sala, Maonan, Achang, Pumi, Tajik, Nu, Ozbek, Russian,
Ewenke, Deang, Baoan, Yugu, Jing and Jinuo; and those less than
10,000 are the Gaoshan, Tatar, Dulong, Elunchun, Menba, Luoba and
Hezhe, totaling 7.
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Despite their relatively small populations, the minority ethnic
groups of China live in compact communities spread over wide
areas. Guangxi, Mongolia, Xinjiang, Tibet and Ningxia are five
ethnic autonomous regions, which are respectively the concentrated
habitation areas of several ethnic groups with larger populations, namely
the Zhuang, Mongolian, Uyghur,
Tibetan and Hui. In Yunnan, Qinghai,
Guizhou, Sichuan and other provinces
there are also the compact communities
of minority ethnic groups. In particular,
more than 20 minority ethnic groups
inhabit Yunnan Province, making it the
province with the most concentrated

habitation of ethnic groups in China.
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The Mausoleum of Yandi in Hunan
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Zhonghua: The emergence of
the word "Zhonghua" dates back to
the Wei and Jin Dynasties or so, and
became popular in the period of the
Southern and Northern Dynasties. It
is a compound word of *Zhongguo"
and "Huaxia," meaning'state in the
central position and prosperous
culture." The expression "Zhonghua
Minzu" first occurred at the end of
the Qing Dynasty, and began to be
used for the general reference of
all ethnic groups of China after the
1911 Revolution, including those
of China both historically and at
present.



