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Ethnic Groups
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The Korean
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A young Korean girl in ethnic costume
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Seesaw jumping game
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The ethnic Korean group mainly lives in Heilongjiang, Liaoning
and Jilin provinces in northeast China, and the most compact
communities are the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture and the
Changbai Korean Autonomous County near the Changbai Mountains
in Jilin Province. The Korean communities have beautiful mountains
and abundant produce. In particular, the Yanbian area is a well-known

"land of rice" in northern China, with its rice being as white as jade and

very nutritious.
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The Korean have their own spoken and written language, and

the Korean people living in enclaves use both Korean and Chinese

languages at the same time.
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The Korean people are good at singing and dancing. They sing

while playing a plucked stringed instrument called kayago @ Also

traditional are the water-carrying dance (carrying water in a pitcher
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on the head), fan
dance and long-drum
dance ® . Korean
songs have melodious
rhythms and are
joyous and cheerful,
and some of their
famous folk songs,
including 7he Ballad
of Doraji and the
Arirang, are familiar to almost everyone. The Korean people like sports.
Worestling and playing football are men's favorite sports, while women
like to play on swings and seesaws. Because of the popularization of
football games, Yanbian has become a renowned "land of football

games" in China.
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The Korean people like to dress in white, which is thought to
be clean, simple and graceful, giving them the reputation of "an ethnic
group of white clothes" since ancient times. Women wear short shirts

and long skirts, and it is an outstanding feature of female costumes of

the Korean ethnic group.
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Korean homes feature kang built of bricks or slates. When
a guest visits, he is expected to take off his shoes before entering
the room and sitting on the kang. Korean food has special tastes,

including kimchi (pickled vegetables), cold noodles, sticky rice cakes

and soy sauce soup.
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Koreans respect the old and cherish the young, and elders are
esteemed both at home and in the society. The Festival of the Aged is

a common festival in various communities of the Koreans, and only the

dates of celebratory activities vary from one community to another.

1. BREERIRAL

A Korean wedding

2. BRI EE

A family of Korean nationality
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) Kayago: Traditional string
music instrument of the Korean
people, whose shape resembles
the zheng (Chinese zither with 21 or
25 strings).
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@ Long-drum dance: Long
drums are kinds of traditional
percussion instruments of the
Koreans. Made of wood and being
in the shape of cylinder, they are
thin and solid in the middle, and
thick and hollow at both ends. The
surface is made of tight strings.
In long—drum dances, performers
hold drumsticks with the right
hands and beat while dancing,
with the drums hung on shoulders.
The performance is a fusion of
performers' bodies, drums and
spirit, and can be divided into solo
dance, duet dance and group
dance.



